
KING CITY UNITED CHURCH  
A Vibrant, Caring, Christian Family  

Proclaiming the Good News of God’s Love  

Through Jesus Christ!  
January 29, 2023  

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
(*** Please rise as you are able) 

(Words in Bold said by all) 
 

 ... WITH OPEN DOORS …  
 
Prelude:   “Blessed Assurance”, Part 1   P. Knapp 

 
Welcome, Life & Work with King City UC  
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle  

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.” (Isa. 9: 2)  
This candlelight reminds us of the coming of Jesus Christ in our 
midst.  

Thanks be to God!  
 

Call to Worship (based on Isaiah 60) 
Arise, shine; for your light has come and the glory of God has risen 
upon you. 

Darkness has covered us and covers our world still. 
Lift up your eyes.  Look around and see. 

We see a vision of the gathering of all peoples, drawn 
together toward the light they see in Jesus Christ. 

Come then, and let us gather to worship God, bringing our gifts of 
adoration, devotion and commitment. 

 
 ***Hymn:     “You Servants of God”        VU 342 

1 You servants of God, your Saviour proclaim, 
 and publish abroad that wonderful name; 
 the name all victorious of Jesus extol, 
 whose kingdom is glorious and rules over all. 

 
2 God rules from on high, almighty to save, 

 whose Word still is nigh, a presence we have. 
 The great congregation God's triumph shall sing, 
 ascribing salvation to Jesus our King. 



 
3 Salvation to God, who sits on the throne! 
 Let all cry aloud, and honour the Son! 

 The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 
 bow down in deep reverence and worship the Lamb. 
 
4 Then let us adore and give as is right, 
 all glory and power, all wisdom and might, 
 all honour and blessing with angels above, 
 and thanks never ceasing and infinite love. 

 
Opening Prayer: 

 
Response:  “Take, O Take Me as I Am” (Sung twice)  MV 85  

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be;  
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.  

 
Words of Assurance (based on Psalm 40: 1-11) 
 
Response:  “Don’t Be Afraid”       MV 90  

Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, my love is stronger 
than your fear. Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger and I 
have promised, promised to be always near. 

 
***Affirmation of Faith:  A New Creed 
 We are not alone, we live in God's world. 
 We believe in God: who has created and is creating, 
 who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
 to reconcile and make new, 
 who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
 We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church: 
 to celebrate God's presence, 
 to live with respect in Creation, 
 to love and serve others, 
 to seek justice and resist evil, 
 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
 our judge and our hope.  
 In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

 God is with us. We are not alone.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 



Ministry of Music:  “Thanks Be To Thee”  G. F. Handel 
 
 

... WITH OPEN MINDS …  
 
For the Young at Heart:  
 
***Hymn:    “A Light Is Gleaming”     VU 82 
Refrain: A light is gleaming, spreading its arms 
  throughout the night, living in the light. 
  Come share its gladness, God's radiant love 
  is burning bright, living in the light. 

 
1 When light comes pouring into the darkest place, 
 it hurts our eyes to see the glow. 
 Sometimes a word of hope reminds us of our fears, 
 our memories and tears.  R 
 
2 When night is round us and every shadow grows, 
 a star is there to light our way. 
 It tells a story of Jesus who came near to say: 
 'God's light will ever stay.'  R 
 
3 And Jesus showed us a brighter path to walk. 
 He showed us things we hadn't seen. 
 Now we, like Jesus, can help creation shine, 
 and this will be a sign:  R 
 
4 So let us live in the brightness God has giv'n, 
 and let us rise to see the dawn. 
 We trust that God is here asparkle and ablaze, 
 - warming all our days.  R 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Readings 

Isaiah 49: 1-7 
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9 
 

Response:   Psalm 119       VU 840, R. #5 
 Your Word is a lamp for me feet and a light for my path. 
 



Reflection:   "An Ever-Widening Embrace” 
        The Rev. Bruce J. Roffey 
 

Time for Silent Reflection 
 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 
Offertory Hymn:  “In Gratitude and Humble Trust”    VU 544  

In gratitude and humble trust 
 we bring our best today 
 to serve your cause and share your love 
 with all along life's way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us 
 in Jesus Christ, your Son, 
 teach us to give ourselves each day 
 until life's work is done. 
 
Prayer of Dedication  
 

… WITH FAITH OPEN TO THE WEEK AHEAD …  
 

***Hymn: “O Radiant Christ, Incarnate Word”   VU 84 

1 O radiant Christ, incarnate Word, 
 eternal love revealed in time: 
 come, make your home within our hearts, 
 that we may dwell in light sublime. 
 
2 Our bartered, busy lives burn dim, 
 too tired to care, too numb to feel. 
 Come, shine upon our shadowed world: 

 your radiance bathes with power to heal. 
 
3 Your glory shone at Jordan's stream, 
 the font where we were born anew. 
 Attune your church to know you near; 
 illumine all we say and do. 
 
4 O Light of Nations, fill the earth; 
 our faith and hope and love renew. 

 Come, lead the peoples to your peace, 
 as stars once led the way to you. 
 



Prayers of the People  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread. Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.  

 
***Closing Hymn  “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”   VU 375 

Refrain: Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
  blow thro' the wilderness calling and free, 
  Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 
  stir me from placidness, 
  Wind, Wind on the sea. 
 
1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 
 then you coaxed up the mountains from the 
  valleys of sleep; 
 and over the eons you called to each thing: 
 wake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.  R 
 
2 You swept thro' the desert, you stung with the sand, 
 and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 
 and when they were blinded with their idols and lies, 
 then you spoke thro' your prophets to open their eyes.  R 
 
3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 
 then you whispered in silence when the whole world 
  was still; 
 and down in the city you called once again, 
 when you blew through your people on the rush 
  of the wind.  R 
 
4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 
 from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams, 
 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes, 

 with bold new decisions your people arise.  R 
 
 



***Commissioning / Benediction 
As sages from the East offered you their best, 

so may we honour you, O Christ, with our highest visions 

and finest energies. 
As you gave light to those who followed you on earth, 

so be our light as we follow you on city streets or country 
roads.  Be revealed to us in power, in word, in sacrament, 
and in places where we live, work and play. 

May God bless you and keep you.  May God’s face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you.  May God look upon you with kindness and 
give you peace. 
 Amen. 

 
***Choral Blessing: “Go Now in Peace”  

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.   God will go with you 
each hour of every day. Go now in faith, steadfast, strong 
and true. Know God will guide you in all you do. Go now in 
love, and show you believe. Reach out to others so all the 
world can see. God will be there watching from above. Go 
now in peace, in faith, and in love.  

 
***Extinguishing of the Christ Candle  

Christ has been with us sharing the light of life. He says to us, “You 
are the light of the world. Let your light shine.”  

We go forth taking with us the light of Christ in our 
hearts, and we promise to let it shine in the world through 
our good works, to the glory of God. Amen.  

 
Postlude:  “Blessed Assurance”, Part 2   P. Knapp 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 We welcome you all in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord! 
 
Worship Schedule 
February 5th  - Fifth Sunday After Epiphany - Rev. Andrew Lee 
February 12th  - Sixth Sunday After Epiphany - Rev. Bruce Roffey 
February 19th  - Transfiguration Sunday - Rev. Andrew Lee 

 
AGM Reports Due Now 
Please submit your reports to Kristen ASAP  



 
Lenten Study and Prayer 
York Pines and King City are thinking about restarting the weekly 

Lenten study group. The first part of each meeting will use the book 
from the United Church, Good Courage. These discussions allow you 
to share your thoughts on your faith and hear other people's 
perspective. The last ten or fifteen minutes would be led by Rev. 
Andrew using the Lectio Divinia methodology, a guided 
reflection/meditation. As before, the group would meet Friday 
afternoons, either at King City or alternating between King City and 
York Pines. The group will meet starting February 24th. 
 

For more information on the study guide, see 
https://ucrdstore.ca/search?q=good+courage+daily+reflections*&typ
e=product%2carticle%2cpage%2ccollection. 
 
Please contact Deb Carpenter or Rev. Andrew if you are interested in 
participating, or contact Deb if you would like to order the book.  
 
YAYA Fundraising Night 
The YAYA praise band is hosting a Family Day Karaoke Night from 5 
pm - 8 pm on February 20th at New Hope United. Everyone is 
welcome for an evening of fun, games and food. Entry fees do apply. 
Details to be noted. 
 
Bell Choir 
King City United is hoping to re-organize the Bell Choir next year. We 
need at least 7 players for the bell. All ages are welcomed. If you are 
interested, please contact Rev. Lee. 
 
York Pines Book Club  
The next Book Club meeting using Zoom and in-person at York Pines 
format will be on Wed., Feb. 15 at 10:00 a.m.  The book for 
discussion is: The Stranger in the Lifeboat by Mitch Albom.  The book 
is about hope and faith. Eleanor and Bruce Chambers will facilitate the 
discussion. 
 
In-Person and virtual Pastoral Counselling/ mobile 
communion/ mobile baptism service 

Rev. Lee offers pastoral counseling and visitation including mobile 
communion and baptism. Please contact Rev. Lee 
(leeky3@mcmaster.ca) to make an appointment.  



 
Minute for Mission 

 

The name calling started when she was about three years old. 
 
The following is an excerpt from a blog written by Adele Halliday. Your 
Mission & Service gifts support anti-racism programs and initiatives 
like the ones Halliday develops as the United Church’s Anti-Racism 
and Equity Lead to help all of us be in deeper, more equitable 
relationships with one another. 
 
The name calling started when she was about three years old. They 

were racial slurs, and names, and taunts. My child, my own flesh and 
blood, was being ostracized for having Black skin. The people slinging 
the insults? Other children on the playground…. 
 
She may not have necessarily always understood the particular terms 
that they used, but she knew that it was related to her Blackness and 
her racial identity. And this deeply wounded her tender heart…. 
 
Despite all of our intentional modelling, teaching, and proactive 
actions, our child is still already developing internalized racism and 
inferior notions of herself. 
 
The children who were taunting her were offering explicit and overt 
notions of racism, but they were children! They had not even started 
primary school! And yet, the children had already learned behaviour 
(at home, or elsewhere in society) that Whiteness is superior. And, 
they had the audacity to vocalize that to an innocent little child…. 
 
This is in part why I am so deeply committed to dismantling racism in 
all its forms—racism is damaging and destructive for all people in 
society. It reinforces negative notions for people of colour. I live it in a 
particular way because of my own racial identity, as a Black person 
who has lived with racial injustice my entire life. 
 
The systemic nature of racism is something that cannot be ignored…. 
This effort to overcome racism is a continuous effort. And I am 
committed to this work for the long haul. 

 
I hope that you will be too. 


