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Prayer for Illumination 

Our Ever-Present Hope, draw us close to your message of promise and 
possibility that we might discern your call to us. Enable us to accept with 

receptive spirits and respond with eager hearts. Stir in us a desire to love 
unconditionally, even as you love us unconditionally. We ask, in the name 

of the Ever-Present Christ, your beloved child. Amen.1  
 

Scripture Reading  
  

 Matthew 3:16-4:11 

16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 

suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, 

“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” Then Jesus was 

led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 He 

fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3 The 

tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these 

stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, 

‘One does not live by bread alone, 

    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of 

the temple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; 

for it is written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

    and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,  

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’” 

                                                           
1
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8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9 and he said to him, “All these I 

will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Jesus said to him, 

“Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

‘Worship the Lord your God, 

    and serve only him.’” 

11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

 
<Children’s Time> 

 The season has come! Do you know which season I am 

talking about? I’m not talking about Christmas season but about 

the days of new school semester! And what is the hardest part of 

the school life? That is probably “taking exams” in the class. You 

need to study hard for the best result because the record will tag 

along with you beyond your grave. When I was a high school 

student, I used to imagine if Jesus had been a student in my 

class, he would have been a good student. He didn’t have to take 

exams like, math, chemistry, bio, and English. He didn’t take 

those types of test, but you know what? He actually did take tests 

in his public life. Really? Yes. I brought proof of it:  

 

When Jesus was baptized, he heard God’s voice and he saw the 

Holy Spirit coming down like a dove. Right after this miraculous 

experience, the Holy Spirit brought Jesus to a desert, and he 

prayed for 40 days without eating anything. This is called a fast. 

At the last day of his fast, he had to take a test by the devil. The 

devil gave 3 questions. Q1. “Can you command these stones to 
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become loaves of bread?” Q.2. “Can you throw yourself down 

from the top of the temple?” Q.3. Can you worship me? Then I’ll 

give all the treasure in the world to you.”Do you know what Jesus’ 

answers were? A: “No. I do not live by bread alone, but by every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.’” A2. “‘Do not put the 

Lord your God to the test.’” A.3. “Worship the Lord your God 

only!” 

Jesus answered very well and he passed the test.  

 

After passing the test, he was able to start his official public life. 

Please keep in mind the Satan’s questions and Jesus’ answers, 

but you shouldn’t re-use them when you are asked from your 

parents, like, “Matthew! Dinner is ready!” “No, I do not live by 

bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 

God.” Or when you are questioned by your parent, like, “Are you 

fully prepared for the test tomorrow?” you shouldn’t quote and 

answer “Do not put Luke, your son, to the test!” You don’t want 

to say this, right?  

 

Look, guys! Jesus’ answers won’t solve your math test, but can 

probably give us a hint for the issues in our life. And when you 

have Jesus’ wisdom, you will be guided by the wisdom of the Holy 

Spirit. Bless you my friends, in the name of the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, that you will be guided and protected always. 

Amen. 
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<Reflection> 
 

 We all know the word, trend. A trend is a general tendency 

or a course of events, a current style, vogue, or a general 

direction of something. Personally speaking, I do not like the 

word, trend. Of course, there are good usages of trends; for 

example, nowadays people are concerned over ecological crises 

and public education. However, when it comes to use the word 

“trend,” we naturally presume that some styles or actions 

influence peoples’ choices. I do not like this kind of trend because 

these trends frequently swipe uniqueness away, and bring 

pressure to consume trendy items.  

 

 

 What is trendy for us these days? I asked this same question 

to a group of young adults. They answered three things: make 

more money, have a good job, and be famous. They said, they 

wanted to make a lot of money. Not just money but lots and lots 

of money. They expected to have a million dollars when they 

became adults, and before retirement, their financial goal was to 

have at least five million dollars in the bank. Why have such vast 

amounts of money? Another value imposed on that: Well-being. 

Not a genuine meaning of well-being, but comfort and totally 

worry-free well-being. This is excessive narcissism.  

 

 



5 
 

Rev. Andrew K. Lee 
BA, MDiv, IFM/STM, ThM, DSD, PhD(c) 

 

 It is definitely good that people love their body, soul, and 

spirit. However, it could be very problematic to excessively love 

themselves. That tendency may easily lead them to habitually 

despise or underestimate others, and that tendency frequently 

results in a narcissistic mindset that I need to be treated as a 

prince or princess “because I am so valuable!”  

I do not have to get up early on Sundays to go to church. I am so 

valuable that I can sleep in and be lazy. I do not have to 

contribute to help others with my hands and feet because I am so 

valuable that I must conserve my energy. I deserve this and that 

because I am so valuable! In order to sufficiently support their 

precious selves, they agreed that they need about 5 million 

dollars each. Money rules.  

 

 

 A second trend among some young people is to get a high 

paying job. Let’s suppose that two people who do not know each 

other very well may initiate their first conversation, after 

exchanging their first names with “How are you? My name is 

Andrew.” “Hi I am Brandon.” It’s a real conversation in a plane. 

That happened to me a few years ago. After a while, Cathy may 

ask to me; “What do you do?” “I am a church pastor.” “Oh…!” In 

her “Oh,” I was able to sense tones of connotation. I understand 

what he’s thinking. He has an arbitrary assumption of my 

financial inability and some idiosyncratic preferences against 
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popular culture. People in general do not choose a humble life 

and attitude, but Christians choose humbleness by giving their 

precious time and money to others. Later, I’ll tell you how this 

attitude is beneficial to our mental and physical health. But today 

I’ll just say, people in this culture want to avoid humble attitude 

and acts of giving, so the job they want is a profitable position of 

command, not a serving job like church ministers. We are 

Christians and we come to church on Sunday, but we might 

hesitate when you hear your children: “Mom and dad, I want to 

become a Church minister.” What would you respond if you hear 

this from your son or daughter? “Mom and dad, I want to become 

a Church minister.” “Well…” I know what you are thinking: No 

worries. That’s not your fault. 

 

 The third trend is about having a lot of fame. Once people 

have a lot of money and a profitable job, they often begin to 

think only of themselves and move up to a higher level of 

narcissism. They exercise their power and authority over others 

and show off their financial ability to consume a lot of 

unnecessary things. They are trying to become popular or show 

their authority by making people fearful of them because of their 

power. 
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 Three popular trends today are to seek countless money, an 

authoritative job, and flattering fame. When we define ourselves 

by those trends, these following ideas come to mind. 

 

 

Money: I am what I have. Look at me. I have this amount of 

money, and what I have is me. 

Job: I am what I do. Look at me. I have this kind of job, and 

what I am doing is me. 

Fame, honour, evaluation, and reputation: I am what people say 

about me. Look at me, people. I am such a powerful person, and 

what people say about me is the real me. What you see is what 

you get! 

 

 

  am asking to you. Do my belongings define me? Does my 

job define me? Do people’s evaluations define me? No! No! No! 

Absolutely not! My possessions define me, my job defines me, my 

reputation defines me; all of these are the devil’s deception 

against Jesus Christ. 

 

 Satan in the Bible passage for today tests Jesus, saying, “If 

you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves 

of bread.” In other words, if you can make these stones loaves of 

bread, then you will be recognizable as the son of God. Prove you 
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are the son of God by making these stones to become loaves of 

bread. These understandings are the deceiving voice of Satan.  

 

 

People think: I don’t have enough.  

So I am not enough.  

Therefore I am not good enough.2  

Self-diminishing thoughts according to the level of individual 

consumption is not God’s intention for us. In fact, the life that we 

already have is good enough. The grace we have received from 

God makes us good enough. I am totally OK even though I am 

not a success in the eyes of this world. Our being, our existence 

as children of God is good enough. Therefore, just because I do 

not possess enough by other’s standards does not mean that I 

am not a beloved child of God. The money I have and the money 

I make does not define my true self, and does not prove I am a 

child of God.  

 

The tempter’s second test in the Bible passage is that: “If you are 

the Son of God, throw yourself down;” I repeat. The Satan 

continues to question him using the word “if.” Note Satan’s 

repetitive if-clause. “If you are the Son of God.” Just before the 

Satan’s tests, Jesus actually heard God’s voice from heaven at his 

baptism.  

                                                           
2
 Mary Jo Leddy of Regis College expands this idea in her book, Radical Gratitude. 
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 “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

 

 Jesus had already heard that voice. His existence had 

already been confirmed by God. And yet, the Satan challenges 

and questions Jesus, denying God’s declaration. So the Satan 

initiates the conversation with the if-clause: “If you are the son of 

God,” perform a miracle, show your special power and ability, 

then you will have proved that you are the son of God.   

 

 

 

Let me give an example. A carpenter is doing his best to make a 

dining table during his assigned work time. However, the goal of 

the carpenter’s life is NOT to make the best table in the world. 

Making tables does NOT represent the carpenter’s whole life. 

Although the carpenter is doing his best in making, the carpenter 

is bigger than the work of flatting the surface of wood. In other 

words, people cannot be defined only by their work. You are NOT 

what you do because you have a bigger existence beyond your 

job. Jesus refused Satan’s request to prove himself to be the Son 

of God, because Jesus himself is more than what he is doing. 

 

 The third test from the Satan follows with another if-clause. 

The devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 
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the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, 

“All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”3 

We know that Jesus scolded Satan and Satan went away. I think 

Jesus wasn’t tempted by the third test because he knew that 

money, power, and people’s evaluation are like the blowing wind. 

They are not the criteria that define Jesus as the Son of God. 

Satan doesn’t like that kind of attitude. Satan wants to challenge 

it. Satan tempts us to live according to people’s response and 

reputation. People who are too sensitive to the responses and 

reputations of others can be cheated by Satan’s claims. 

 

 Jesus was not swayed by people’s praise, reputation, or criticism. 

Jesus only kept on his mind God’s voice when he was baptized. 

What is God’s voice? “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 

am well pleased.” 

Jesus grasped this affirmation throughout his public life. God’s 

voice is the one reason to overcome the temptations of the devil. 

Jesus was not tempted by people’s evaluations and reputation. 

Like Jesus, we should declare: People’s judgment, evaluation, and 

reputation cannot define who I am. Not because of my wealth, 

not because of my excellent works, and not because of my 

reputation in the eyes of others, but because of God’s gift of life, 

                                                           
3
 Matthew 4:9. 
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God is pleased. And God is saying that “This is my Son (my 

daughter), the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”4 

 

 Satan knows of people’s trends and in many cases these 

trends cannot cope with God’s teaching without the help of the 

Holy Spirit. Jesus knows people’s trends and God’s truth. Jesus 

refused to follow trends but anxiously followed God’s Word.  

 

Trend itself is value neutral. It brings both good and bad things. 

The criteria to discern our trend is to be always done by God’s 

Word. Then we and our faith may represent God’s Will throughout 

our life. Pondering the message, let us pray silently. 

                                                           
4
 Matthew 3:17. 


