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KING CITY UNITED CHURCH 
A Vibrant, Caring, Christian Family 

Proclaiming the Good News of God’s Love 
Through Jesus Christ! 

 

March 12, 2023 
Lent 3 

 (*** Please rise as you are able) 
(Words in Bold said by all) 

 
... WITH OPEN DOORS … 

 

Prelude:    “Largo”      A. Vivaldi 
 
Welcome, Life & Work with King City UC & YUM 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; those who follow me will 
not walk in darkness.”  This candle reminds us of the presence of 
Christ in our midst. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 
Call to Worship  

God is in our midst. 
Come, let us celebrate God’s presence. 

Christ is in our midst. 
We are here to listen for the call to serve others. 

The Spirit is in our midst. 
We are aware of a power greater than ourselves to 
guide and uplift us. 

 
***Hymn:   “Holy, Holy, Holy”       VU 315 
1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 
 holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
 which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 



2 | P a g e  

 
3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
 though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see, 

 only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
 perfect in power, in love, and purity. 
 
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth 
  and sky and sea; 
 holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Opening Prayer   
 
Response:   “O God Hear My Prayer”     VU 948 

O God, hear my prayer, O God, hear my prayer 
When I call answer me. 
O God, hear my prayer, O God, hear my prayer 
Come and listen to me. 

 
Words of Grace 

 
Response    "I Am the Dream"       MV 106 v.3  

You are the word and I the e-cho. You are the leader  
and I am the led. 
You are the joy and I the laughter.  
You are the Rock on which I lay my head.  
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: A NEW CREED  

We are not alone,  
we live in God's world. 

We believe in God: 
who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  
to reconcile and make new, 
who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church: 

to celebrate God's presence,  

to live with respect in Creation, 
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to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil, 
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,  

our judge and our hope.  
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God is with us. 
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 
Ministry of Music: “Room at the Cross for You” F. Stanphill 
 

… WITH OPEN MINDS … 
 

For the Young at Heart 
 
Hymn:  “It Only Takes a Spark”    VU 289  
1 It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 
 and soon all those around can warm up in its glowing: 
 that's how it is with God's love, 
  once you've experienced it: 
 you spread God's love to everyone, 
 you want to pass it on. 

 
2 What a wondrous time is spring when all the trees 
  are budding, 
 the birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming; 
 that's how it is with God's love, 
  once you've experienced it: 
 you want to sing, it's fresh like spring, 
 you want to pass it on. 
 

3 I wish for you, my friend, this happiness that I've found- 
 on God you can depend, it matters not where 
  you're bound; 
 I'll shout it from the mountain top; 
  I want my world to know: 
 the Lord of love has come to me, 
 I want to pass it on. 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
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Scripture Readings 
Psalm 95 (VU p. 814) 

John 2: 13-22 

 
 Herein is the Word of God. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
Response:     Psalm 119     VU 840, R#5 

Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path. 
 

Sermon:   “Business Not as Usual”   The Rev. Bruce J. Roffey 
 
Time for Silent Reflection 
 
Hymn: “Jesus Christ Is Waiting”    VU 117  
1 Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the streets; 
 no one is his neighbour, all alone he eats. 
 Listen, Lord Jesus, I am lonely too. 
 Make me, friend or stranger, fit to wait on you. 
 
2 Jesus Christ is raging, raging in the streets, 
 where injustice spirals and real hope retreats. 
 Listen, Lord Jesus, I am angry too. 
 In the Kingdom's causes let me rage with you. 
 
3 Jesus Christ is healing, healing in the streets; 
 curing those who suffer, touching those he greets. 
 Listen, Lord Jesus, I have pity too. 
 Let my care be active, healing just like you. 
 
4 Jesus Christ is dancing, dancing in the streets, 
 where each sign of hatred he, with love, defeats. 
 Listen, Lord Jesus, I should triumph too. 
 On suspicion's graveyard let me dance with you. 
 
5 Jesus Christ is calling, calling in the streets, 
 'Who will join my journey? I will guide their feet.' 
 Listen, Lord Jesus, let my fears be few. 
 Walk one step before me; I will follow you. 
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Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 
***Offertory Hymn: “In Gratitude and Humble Trust” VU 544 

In gratitude and humble trust 
 we bring our best today 
 to serve your cause and share your love 
 with all along life's way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us 
 in Jesus Christ, your Son, 
 teach us to give ourselves each day 
 until life's work is done. 
 

***Prayer of Dedication  
 

Prayers of the People  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  on earth as it is in 
heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  

Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

… WITH FAITH OPEN TO THE WEEK AHEAD … 
 

***Closing Hymn:  “Be Thou My Vision”   VU 642 
1 Be thou my vision, O joy of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me save that thou art, 
 thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
 waking or sleeping thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, my calm in all strife; 
 I ever with thee, and thou in my life; 
 thou loving parent, thy child may I be, 

 thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 
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3 Be thou my battle shield, sword for the fight 
 be thou my dignity, thou my delight, 

 thou my soul's shelter, thou my high tower; 
 raise thou me heavenward, O power of my power. 
 
4 Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always; 
 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
5 Great God of heaven, after victory won, 

 may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O ruler of all. 
 

***Commissioning / Benediction  
 

*** Choral Blessing: “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”  
VU 121 (2nd Sunday of Lent) 

 In our call to be a blessing, 
  may we be a blessing true; 
 may we live and die confessing 
  Christ as Lord of all we do, 
  Christ as Lord of all we do. 

 
***Extinguishing of the Christ Candle 

Christ has been with us sharing the light of life.  He says to us,
 “You are the light of the world.  Let your light shine.” 

We go forth taking with us the light of Christ in our 
hearts, and we promise to let it shine in the world 
through our good works, to the glory of God. Amen. 

 
Postlude:     “Largetto”    W. Boyce 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Worship Schedule 

 
We welcome you all in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord! 

 
Good Friday Service 

York United Ministries will worship together on Good Friday at King City United Church 
on Friday, April 7th at 10 a.m.  
 

Weekly Friday Coffee Gathering is on! 
King City resumes the coffee time on Friday mornings at 10 a.m. The location is 

Gramma’s Oven at 12960 Yonge St. (Yonge on the east side just south of King). Come 
and join us! 
 

Lenten Study and Prayer 
YUM is meeting every Friday for a Lenten study group. The first part of each meeting 

will use the book from the United Church, Good Courage. These discussions allow you 
to share your thoughts on your faith and hear other people's perspectives. The last ten 
or fifteen minutes would be led by Rev. Andrew using the Lectio Divina methodology, a 

guided reflection/meditation.   As before, the group would meet Friday afternoons, 
either at King City or alternating between King City and York Pines. The next session 

will be at King City United Church.  
 
In-Person and virtual Pastoral Counselling/ mobile communion/ mobile 

baptism service 
Rev. Lee offers pastoral counseling and visitation including mobile communion and 

baptism. Please contact Rev. Lee (leeky3@mcmaster.ca) to make an appointment.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date March 19 March 26 April 2 April 7 April 9 

Preacher Rev. Andrew 

Lee 

Rev. Bruce 

Roffey  

Rev. Andrew 

Lee 

Joint Service 

at King City 

Both 

Ministers 

Rev. Bruce 

Roffey  

Church 

Year 

Lent 4 Lent 5 Palm/Passion 

Sunday 

(Communion) 

Good Friday Easter 

Sunday 

Liturgical 

Colour 

Purple Purple Red Purple/Black White 

mailto:leeky3@mcmaster.ca
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Minute for Mission 

 
WSCF-ME’s role is to be a mediator of peace and understanding 

 
Maina Bai can now read and write and is 

empowering others to become literate. 
Credit: ASWA 

 
The entanglement of religion and politics 

in the Middle East often divides 
communities and leads to conflict, 

particularly among young people. “We all 
agreed that it is important to focus on 

universal values and ethics, reject 
extremism, and make the necessary 

efforts to develop practical formulas for fruitful cooperation,” says Rima Bayan 

Sleem, a 33-year-old judicial assistant from Chouf, Lebanon. 
 

"We all agreed that it is important to focus on universal values and ethics, 
reject extremism, and make the necessary efforts to develop practical 

formulas for fruitful cooperation." 

Thanks to your Mission & Service gifts, Rima and 36 other young adults 
gathered in Beirut, Lebanon, for the World Student Christian Federation-Middle 

East Region (WSCF-ME) 2021. They participated in an Interfaith Dialogue 
program that develops leaders skilled in preventing violence and fostering 

peace between communities. 
WSCF-ME’s role is to be a mediator of peace and understanding amid all the 

overwhelming regional issues that include sectarian strife. “The Interfaith 
Dialogue program’s importance lies in the fact that it brings together youth 

from different religious backgrounds…to engage in a constructive peace-
facilitating dialogue,” says Mira Neaimeh, Regional Executive for WSCF-ME. “I 

personally believe that change is done in small steps, starting from our regional 
gatherings that sow seeds of peace to be reaped in the future.” 

 
"The Interfaith Dialogue program’s importance lies in the fact that it brings 

together youth from different religious backgrounds…to engage in a 

constructive peace-facilitating dialogue." 
 

Your Mission & Service gifts help leaders in the Middle East and across the 
world collaborate and promote peaceful dialogue. 

 
The United Church of Canada is strongly committed to working ecumenically 

with Christians of diverse traditions and with people of other faiths for the 
common good, particularly in building peace and addressing shared concerns, 

such as climate change. 


