
York Pines United Church 
Sunday, January 2, 2022 

Second Sunday of Christmas 
*Please stand, if able 

 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Welcome 
 
Prelude:    “In Dulci Jubilo”   Noël Rawsthorne 
 
Call to Worship (based on Isaiah 9: 2, 6; 1 Peter 2: 10) 

A boy has been born to us; a child has been given to us.  And his 

name shall be called 
 Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Eternal Father,  
 the Prince of Peace. 
Once we were no people; 
 Now we are God’s people. 
Once we walked in darkness; 
 Now we have seen a great light. 

 
*Opening Hymn:   “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”      VU 35 
 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

 with heart and soul and voice! 
 Give ye heed to what we say: News! News! 
 Jesus Christ is born today. 
 Ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 
 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice! 
 Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy! 

 Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He hath opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice! 



 Now ye need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace! 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain his everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Words of Assurance (based on Luke 2: 10-11) 

 
We Listen for the Word of God 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading 

John 1: 1-18 
 
The reading is from the Gospel according to John, the first 18 verses of 
chapter 1.  John writes about what the coming of Jesus meant.  For 
those who believed in him and accepted the grace and truth now 
available through him, it meant a new life of spiritual power as the 
children of God.  So may it be for us as well. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ according to John. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true 

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, 
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 



And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  (John 
testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'")   From 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No 
one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father's heart, who has made him known. 
 
 This is the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
  Praise to Christ, the Word. 
 

Reflection:         “Christmas Fear”  Rev. Bruce J. Roffey 
 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 
The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves 
 
*Offertory Prayer (in unison): 

O God, you birth abundant life!  We thank you for the birth 
we celebrate this Christmas season.  In response to your 
great labour of love, we offer our gifts.  As we open 
ourselves to you, ma your love be born in us this 

Christmastide.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 
Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  
Give us this day, our daily bread.  Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

Kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

We Go Forth to Love as Christians in the World 
 
*Closing Hymn:   “A Light is Gleaming”                VU 82 

 Refrain: 
 A light is gleaming, spreading its arms 



  throughout the night, living in the light. 
 Come share its gladness, God's radiant love 
  is burning bright, living in the light. 

 
 When light comes pouring into the darkest place, 
 it hurts our eyes to see the glow. 
 Sometimes a word of hope reminds us of our fears, 
 our memories and tears.  Refrain 
 
 When night is round us and every shadow grows, 
 a star is there to light our way. 
 It tells a story of Jesus who came near to say: 

 'God's light will ever stay.'  Refrain 
 
 So let us live in the brightness God has giv'n, 
 and let us rise to see the dawn. 
 We trust that God is here asparkle and ablaze, 
 - warming all our days.  Refrain 
 
*Blessing and Sending Forth 
 
Postlude:   “Noël Nouvelet”  Noël Rawsthorne 
 

 

*  *  *  *  *  * 
 

York United Ministries Announcements 
 

We welcome you all in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord! 
 
Worship Service 
This week it was decided to hold our worship service via Zoom due to 

rising Covid cases. Normally, York Pines United Church host their own 
worship service every Sunday, adhering to public health guidelines. If 
there is a change, we will try to keep you up to date via email however 
you can always check our York Pines UC Facebook or our website for 
information. For those who cannot come to church, the sermon 
transcript is provided at our website: http://yorkpines.ca 
 



Offering 
Thank you for sending your offerings to the churches. Your offerings 
support the ministry of the church and have been much appreciated.  
Please mail a cheque to your church directly, or make an e-transfer to 
yorkpinesuc@gmail.com 
 
Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting is in February. Please submit your reports 
to the office by January 6th. 
 
Book Club  
The next Book Club will be held on Wednesday, January 26, 2022. We 

will be discussing the book “The Forgotten Home Child” by Genevieve 
Graham. Facilitator for this meeting will be Christine Gunter. Contact 
Muriel Cober if you are interested in joining the Book Club. 
 
Pastoral Visitation 
Rev. Andrew Lee offers pastoral visitation in the winter season. He will 
bring stories, scriptures, hymns, and prayers. If you are comfortable 
and interested, please contact your church office or Rev. Lee.  
 
Quilt Group 
The Quilt group from New Hope has resumed.  If you want to join, 

please contact the New Hope office (905-738-6446). 
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